Melanotic progonoma of the skull in infancy.
Melanotic progonoma or melanotic neuroectodermal tumor is a rare tumor in infancy. This lesion has to be considered in the differential diagnosis of benign or malignant lesions of calvarium. The authors present a case of a 4-month-old infant with left retroauricular mass. The patient had a subcutaneous mass that is fixed to the underlying skull. CT and MRI scans showed left occipitotemporal expansile mass. The tumor was removed by surgery. A tumor, brownish-black in color, was diagnosed as melanotic progonoma. The patient remained symptom-free for the last 2 years after complete surgery. Extracranial subcutaneous masses involving the skull are uncommon in infants. Benign or malignant lesions may occur as lumps on calvarium. Physical examination and some laboratory findings are helpful in the assessment of patient. Benign or malignant lesions can be differentiated by craniography, CT, or MRI scans, but exact diagnosis of melanotic progonoma is made by histopathology and immunostaining, as was in the presented case. Cranial vault progonomas have a better outcome by complete surgery. The tumors usually do not recur in long-term period.